GAZELEY PARISH COUNCIL
_________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the meeting of Gazeley Parish Council
Held in Gazeley Village Hall on Tuesday 13th December 2016
Present: Cllr Judy Moatt (Chair), Cllr Kevin Grimwood, Cllr Hilary Appleton, Cllr Charlene Vandenbroucke,
Cllr Kevin Grimwood, Cllr Tom Morgan and Cllr Martin Hooker.
Also Present: Parish Clerk, Lynne Francis and 4 members of the public.
It had been agreed that members of the parish council would meet an hour earlier than usual to consider future
spending commitments and the setting of the precept for the year 2017-2018.
The clerk had prepared a draft budget to assist with discussions.
The parish council has already contracted Playmaintain Ltd. to carry out works at the playground in Stubbins Lane
in the spring.
It has been confirmed that the lease on the playing field includes all trees on the direct boundary of the land and
some work has to be carried out near to Highwood Crescent.
The pond site has long been neglected and overgrown with only the occasional working party to tidy the area.
An earlier contract with S.P.Landscapes was rescinded when councillors disagreed with the parish council taking
responsibility for the area because the owners of the land absolved themselves from all future responsibility for it.
Nevertheless the area continues to be a point of discussion and it was agreed that a regular maintenance contract
should be given to SPL for two visits a year with an initial visit to clear the area as they did once before.
Resolved (1) That the precept be raised by 5% to assist with the extra costs that will be incurred by works to the
playground, the pond at the junction of Moulton Road and on overgrown trees at the playing field.
This increase will amount to an average of £2.00 per household for the coming financial year.
Proposer: Cllr Hilary Appleton, Seconded, Cllr Martin Hooker.
Resolved (2) That S.P. Landscapes be contracted to maintain the pond site from next year with an initial visit to
clear the overgrown vegetation away. Proposed: Cllr Martin Hooker , Seconded Cllr. Charlene Vandenbroucke.
A vote was taken and carried by 4-1.
A request has been received from Mr Simon Gash, churchwarden, All Saints’ Church, for assistance with churchyard
maintenance as in previous years.
Resolved (3) That the sum of £800 be granted to the church for that purpose.
At this point of the meeting, There was a short break to allow for members of the public to arrive before the routine
business of the evening began at 7.30pm. Cllr Kevin Grimwood left to deal with another matter and Cllr Tom
Morgan arrived.
The Chairman welcomed members of the public to the meeting.
16/12.1 Apologies for absence: Cllr John Chambers had sent apologies as he was out of the country on business.
16/12.2 Declarations of interest in matters on the agenda:
None declared.
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16/12.3 Parish Council Vacancy
Mr Martin Hooker was formally co-opted to the parish council and welcomed by the chairman.
3.1 The clerk received Cllr Hooker’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
3.2 The clerk received Cllr Hooker’s Register of Interests declaration.
16/12.4 Finance
4.1 Authorisation of outstanding payments:
The following outstanding accounts were authorised.
S.P. Landscapes, October
S.P. Landscapes, November
Gazeley Village Hall – Coffee Mornings
FHDC, Annual Playground Inspection
Gazeley Village Hall – Parish Council

£360.00
£360.00
£ 72.00
£ 62.50
£162.00

At 29.11.16, the total balance of both Parish Council accounts stood at £18,487.63
16/12/5 To receive reports from external bodies
i. County Council Report: No report had been received so far this month.
ii. District Council Report:
Cllr Rona Burt had sent apologies as she was attending a Cabinet meeting but had sent her monthly report which
was read by the clerk.
It is hoped that the Local Plan will be adopted in December 2017.
It has been confirmed that the MOD will not be using the RAF Mildenhall base for military purposes after 2023.
A Section 303 notice will be served on the owner of the Blacksmith’s Shop on the green. If there is no response it
will be followed by a Section 215 notice which will require the rebuilding of the area closest to the bus stop and the
removal of the fencing.
It is expected that a Hearing will take place into the Secretary of State’s decisiion not to allow an appeal made by
Lord Derby and the RPA.
16/12.6 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8th November 2016.
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.
16/12.5 Clerk’s Report and any other matters arising from the minutes.
i.

Clerk’s Report and correspondence







A reminder about the condition of the footpath crossing Tithe Close had been passed to Guy Smith.
Assistant Highways Manager, at the county council but so far there had been no response. This will be
pursuedm again.
Lauren Gibson-Green at Strutt & Parker has confirmed that the trees on the boundary were part of the
tenancy agreement on the playing field and are therefore the responsibility of the parish council whilst they
hold the lease.
There has been no response to the clerk’s email to Flagship Housing about the number of cars belonging to
No.1 Highwood Court which are filling up available parking spaces allocated to local residents. It was agreed
that the clerk should contact the Safer Neighbourhood Team to check their legal status as one of them is
currently displaying a SORN notice.
A Section 330 notice will be served on the owner of the Blacksmith’s Forgen by the district council.
Suffolk County Council has confirmed that the footpath sign at the rear of Tithe Close will be repaired.

ii. Other Matters Arising
Cllr Morgan had informed members that he had received a letter from Playmaintain to say that any work on the
playground would now have to wait until next April. He had received no comments from other members so he
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assumed that this was in order. The clerk confirmed that a formal letter of acceptance of the quotation had been
sent to them and they had been asked to liaise with Cllr Morgan about the timing of the work.
Cllr Hilary Appleton asked whether anything had happened about cars parking outside the school and the clerk
replied that she hadn’t made formal contact as the situation appeared to have eased in recent weeks with cars
parked outside on the road only occasionally.
16/12.8 Planning Matters
DC/16/2065/FUL – Use of land as a pump track and extension of existing building to form bike shop/workshop and
cafe, land at Bury Road, Gazeley.
The parish council studied the proposal and plans for the site. Concerns were raised that as a pump track is a kind of
cycling track, this would attract several extra vehicles to the site. However, on balance it was agreed that any leisure
facility was to be welcomed and that any changes would impact on residents in Kentford rather than Gazeley and
that we should defer to their judgement about the suitability of the plans.
16/12.9 Councillors’ Reports





Cllr Vandenbroucke – Speed Indicator signs. Suffolk County Council has approved the sites intended for the
installation of the posts but it now appears that only council contractors can carry out the work. Paul Crascall
will be notified and we will pay him only for the posts themselves.
Cllr Appleton – complaints have been received about horses being ridden across the green at Tithe Close. It
has been noted that a lady with a small child on a pony often rides across the green, presumably for safety
reasons so it was suggested that the clerk place a notice in the newsletter asking riders to walk their horses
next to the road, rather than across the middle of the green. Cllr Appleton also noted that certain people
often exceed their responsibilities in the village and she wondered whether they could be nominated for an
award of some kind. Cllr Hooker suggested that the parish council could create its own Civic Award
Certificate. He had had a lot of experience in this area and he agreed to draft something for approval at the
next meeting.
Cllr Morgan – Complaints are still being received about potholes. He has noted that teams of workmen fill in
isolated holes one by one rather than deal with several potholes in the same area. The clerk explained that
potholes are prioritised by their size and depth and other holes are monitored to note any deterioration
since the last visit when they then become a priority.

16/12.10 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 10th January at 7.30pm in the village hall.
PUBLIC FORUM
It was noted that two bags of aerosols which had been dumped near Needham Street more than a year ago, and
have been reported to the council on several occasions, are still there. They had been concealed by vegetation
during the summer months but they have now re-surfaced once again. The clerk will make a fresh attempt to have
them removed by the refuse department.
A complaint was received about overgrown hedges along Moulton Road causing difficulty for cars to pass in places.
The clerk will notify the highways department.
There were no further comments and the meeting was closed by the chairman at 8.30pm. She thanked residents for
attending meetings of the parish council and wished everyone a very happy Christmas.

Signed.......................................
Chairman
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Date:...................................................
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