
Gazeley Well Project 2018 

A Centrepiece for the Village 
Recent social media posts lamented the absence of the old village well, that was filled in and sealed nearly 70 years ago 
in 1949. Some 183 feet (56 metres) deep, it was – in 1904 at least - furnished with a rather unattractive trestle winch (see 
insert). While some have ventured the prospect of opening up the old well, it would be neither practical nor financially 
viable, and the question would have to be asked as to why it was filled in all those years ago, before Health & Safety 
issues were ever considered seriously. However, the Village Green lacks a visually attractive focal point. 
 
It is proposed to build a replica well head on the site of the old well on the Village Green, opposite the Chequers Inn. It will not function 
other than as a visual replica and be styled in a more traditional design, rather than the utilitarian and rather uninteresting trestle variety. 
The top of the well could either be a flower bed or a ‘wishing well’ for village charities’ benefit. The plan will include a paved pathway to 
and from the Chequers loop road, that will include the facility to record subscribers’ generosity.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The project will be run as a Private Finance Initiative, and funding will be sought by subscription and donations. The estimated cost 
is in the region of £2,500 - £3,000, subject to contract. It is aimed to have the well commissioned for completion by the autumn of 2018. 
 
Subscriptions will be in the form of pledges of a minimum of £150, which will entitle subscribers to have their name(s) 
engraved on a commemorative tablet (or individual granite stones for subscriptions in excess of £250) that will be part of the 
pathway leading to the well from the Chequers loop. Donations of any amount between £25 and £150 will be recorded on a 
scroll that will be mounted in a public place, such as the Village Hall.  
 
No payments are required at this time but pledges for Subscriptions (ie £150 or more) and Donations (ie less than £150) are invited 
from individuals and groups. Further details may be obtained from Martin Hooker at martinrhooker@btinternet.com or on (BT) 01638 
555199. The Subscription Pledge form is overleaf and also available on-line at the Parish Council’s website at 
http://gazeley.onesuffolk.net . 
 
The new well head should last for centuries and become part of the Village’s 
history. Be part of that history and leave a legacy for Gazeley’s future generations. 
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Proposed design and setting for the Village Green Well Head 

Trestle Well 
Head - circa 
1904 



Gazeley Well Project 2018 
 

SUBSCRIPTION & DONATION 
PLEDGE FORM 

 
It is proposed to build a replica well head on the site of the old well on the Village Green, adjacent to the Chequers Inn. It will not 
function other than as a visual replica and be styled in a more traditional design, rather than the utilitarian and rather uninteresting 
trestle variety that was there on the old well for a time. The top of the well may be a flower bed or a ‘wishing well’ for village charities’ 
benefit. The plan will include paved pathways to and from the Chequers loop road, that will include the facility to record subscribers’ 
generosity. The project will be run as a Private Finance Initiative, and funding will be sought by subscription and donations. The 
estimated cost is in the region of £2,500 - £3,000, subject to contract. It is aimed to have the well commissioned for completion by the 
autumn of 2018. 
 
TERMS & CONDITIONS 
Subscriptions will be in the form of pledges of a minimum of £150, which will entitle subscribers to have their name(s) engraved on a 
commemorative tablet (or individual granite stones for subscriptions in excess of £250) that will be part of the pathway. Donations of 
any amount between £25 -  £150 will be recorded on a scroll that will be mounted in a public place, such the Village Hall.  
 
No payments are required at this time, but pledges for Subscriptions and Donations are invited from individuals and groups. At a date 
in the future, shortly before the necessary work contracts are let, you will be asked to pay the amount pledged to a Parish Council 
holding account, where the money will be held until the contractors’ payments are made. All financial records will be made available for 
inspection. In the event of the project being terminated for any reason, all pledges will be cancelled and any monies paid will be returned. 
Pledges may be withdrawn up until 28 days before the planned date of contract let, which will be notified to all subscribers and donors 
in good time; after that date, pledges will be expected to be honoured. 
 
If you wish to pledge an amount towards the Well Project, please complete and sign the form below, and send it to the address shown. 
An acknowledgement will be sent and you will be added to the list of planned subscribers. 
 
 
GAZELEY WELL PROJECT 2018 – SUBSCRIPTION 7 DONATION PLEDGE FORM 
 
Notes: 

1. Please write clearly and use BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS where appropriate. 
2. If subscribing as a group, please complete as an authorized officer of the group. 

 
I, (full name) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... of 
 
(address) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………..……..(Post Code) ………………………  
 
hereby pledge to the sum of £ ………………. (in words) ……..………………………………...…….......... 
 
……………………………………………………………………... towards the Gazeley Well Project. 
 
I acknowledge and accept the Terms & Conditions. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………..……..  Date: ……………………. 
 
Email Address: …………………………………………………………………………..……… 
 
Group Name (if applicable): …………………………………………………………..………. 
 
Group Authorized Appointment (if applicable): ………………………………………………. 
 
Please send the form to:  
 

Martin Hooker - 43 Tithe Close, Gazeley, Newmarket CB8 8RS. 


